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WHAT THE HECK IS AN 
INNOVATION DISTRICT? 

“As innovat ion cont inues its shift  downtown…innovat ion dist ricts catalyze and 
harness new ideas and technologies. The closed innovat ion environment of 
yesterday has given way to open environments where ideas can move freely—
clustering talent , startups, established firms, nonprofits, cultural assets and more in 
places that  incubate creat ivity… By amplifying what is great  about  cit ies and 
concentrat ing key assets, innovat ion dist ricts drive economic growth and bring 
people together from within and across fields to germinate ideas and create the next 
big thing.” 
 
Innovation Districts: The Chattanooga Story, National League of C ities 2016 





WHERE TO START? 



A 1/4 mile walk distance from the M. L. King 
B lvd. and Georgia Ave. intersection  

 
140 acres of well-connected, dense, walkable 

urban core.  
 

Catalytic mix of start-up businesses, 
incubators, accelerators and other 
innovation economy generators  

 
High quality urban amenities.  

 
Live, work, play, study, experiment, build, 

shop, perform, connect – places and 
creative opportunities for everyone. 



THE EDNEY: 
INNOVATION DISTRICT 
FRONT DOOR 



THE EDNEY 
INNOVATION 

CENTER 
 

 Public private partnership 
 

Front door to the Innovat ion 
District  

 
Dist inct ive mission and culture 

 
Home to Floor Five 

 
Home to Floor One 

 





SOCIETY 
OF WORK 

 
 

  Coworking Space 
 

  Office Space 
 

  Meet ing Space 
 

  Game Room 
 

  Member Programming 
 





FLOOR 
FIVE 

 
 

Community Space 
 

The Enterprise Center 
 

Accelerator Space 
 

Event Space 
 

1500 events and 26,000 
visitors in its first  year 

 





FLOOR ONE 
 
 
A unique public experience at the 
Edney, an eclect ic, creat ive and 
changeable program of art , learning 
and technology. 
 
 

● 2,200 square feet with entry on 
Market Street 

 
● Local food concept restaurant 

 
● Collisions connect ing the 

community to the innovat ion and 
entrepreneur ecosystem 





MISSION AND CULTURE 
 
 
The Edney Innovat ion Center is meant  to be a mult ifaceted pump-primer for efforts 
already underway to take the Chat tanooga economy to unprecedented levels of 
innovat ion, entrepreneurship, and digital equity, and a vibrant emblem of 
Chat tanooga’s next bold steps into the 21st  century… A place where serendipitous 
collisions happen frequent ly, creat ing t remendous value for all involved and 
at t ract ing other like-minded individuals and organizat ions.  
 
– Charlie Brock, President and CEO, Launch Tennessee 



http://youtube.com/v/--4JlPGLJmA


PUBLIC REALM 
EXCELLENCE 



















INNOVATION 
ECONOMY 

GENERATORS 



CHERRY STREET 
CLUSTER 

701 CHERRY STREET 



M. L. KING 
 CLUSTER 

MAPP BUILDING 



WAREHOUSE ROW 
CLUSTER 

THE EDNEY 





Com e see us! 

When: Today 4PM EST 
Where: 1100  Market  St reet  





Andrew  R od ge rs  
T he  E nte rpris e  C e nte r 

@ ac e d re w  
ac e d re w c ha 
and re w @ the e nte rpris e c tr.org 
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